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MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES Timothy K. McGuire, Executive Director

March 1, 2016 BETREE Ve

5 Members of the Senate Local Government Committee,. - .

2R TheMichigan-Association of Gounties (MAC) would like to express our opposition for
- .7'Senate Bills 630.and.631; which would limit the ability of a: county o’ Ievy a spemal tax to
" '~"e-':"cover the costs associated with the judgment against it. RN '

- Fhesoption to-levya special tax:is only used in rare instances; but is necessary in such
wo i dnstances toensurethat a-county does not go into debt or worse, bankruptcy inh.order to
.- oipdy for'the judgment against it: Furthermore, the ability to levy a special tax in these
- fare-situations allows a county to maintain its’ ability to provide its essentially mandated
2 7 services including:but netiimited fo: jails, police, fire-,=¢0u'rts,.and community mental
o hiealth-thought the existing ad valorem taxes, revenue shating, and local fees. .

v MAC-has seriolis concerns regarding this legislation. Specifically, these bills would
4 vaircumivént a county’s Gurreritly -ability to raise additional mills to pay for judgment levies.
" The prohibition of this.ability thereby creates a financial obstacle in the limited : .
wwigircumstances that judgment levies are even considered by a county. -~ .

RN we!comes the opp@rtunlty 1o dlscuss our position further shoufd you have any
questions.

Sincerely,

TG AN

Timothy K. McGuire
Executive Director




